Has the Bible
been changed
over the centuries?
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Text Criticism

i 3.
. JILH‘HE_F"-
3 -rl.rl:::‘-ll--l

F
'- SEEKVP AT
L mtlu O ""."'H-Er':.
TN
flﬁnpiﬁ' < ‘Lﬁi O

- oy MO B NAL
-'lm'ﬂm’ﬁmh rTﬁju.lh- r 'rr

i CTa A EEE v

itﬂﬂl




Old Testament Sources

g B A Ecmm; PSR ; 2091 DR 12 TR W e
BOPTL I
%ﬁgﬂﬂm wmqum wrosha X THN DRI BT 0P me Ty
e qnv’?ﬂi{.&;ﬁz not g iR Rhwmnor o
1P R AARPE TR B S B iy = sy TR
e e ek OTNONB RN A
pakimasion poase NemserATRIEN: 2 NON I TR T2 ANR TR

& APTENT! 'WMB.B V"bw e .
?mqa.ﬂwn,:w%m”mm =3 SJ'I"ID 1?3&5 I'IR?"I ﬂf?mti‘m& DB‘JEJ

Samaritan Masoretic

Pentateuch Hebrew Text

Dead Sea Scrolls
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Septuagint

Greek Version




New Testament Sources

Versions Church Fathers

New Testament

Manuscripts Old Latin Africanus

Latin Vulgate Athenagoras

Papyri Manuscripts Old Syriac Athanasius

Early Codices Syriac Peshitta Augustine

Minuscule Manuscripts Coptic Basil the Great
Byzantine Lectionaries Armenian Chrysostom

Georgian Clement of Alexandria
Slavonic Eusebius of Caesarea
Arabic Justin

The Original Text




External Evidence

e Quantity of manuscripts
* Age of manuscripts

e Geographical diversity of manuscripts

* Reliability of manuscripts
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Internal Evidence

Which variant reading
best explains the other?
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Which variant reading
best explains the other?




Matthew 15:38

“The number number of those who ate was
four thousand, besides women and children”

“four thousand, besides children and women”

Which variant reading
best explains the other?




Mark 1:1

"The beginning of the gospel about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God”

"The beginning of the gospel about
Jesus Christ”
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Mark 1:1
"The beginning of the gospel about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God”

"The beginning of the gospel about

Jesus Christ”

Which variant reading
best explains the other?




Mark 1:1
"The beginning of the gospel about

Jesus Christ”

Mark 1:11
Mark 3:11
Mark 5:7
Mark 9:7
Mark 12:6
Mark 13:32
Mark 14:61-62
Mark 15:39

Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, &
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, 1
Thessalonians, Hebrews, & Peter, 1 John, & John, Revelation
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Has the Bible been changed
over the centuries?

 There is a process, a science called
textual criticism

* Relatively few variants in the
manuscripts

* Most variants are trivial

 Most variants are easy to explain

e Very, very, very few variants are both
difficult and significant




Some major textual variants
in the New Testament

 The ending of Mark's Gospel (ux. 16:9-20)

 The woman caught in adultery (gn. 7:53-8:11)

o T

nity proof-text (1 gohns:7-8)

e Bithiopian's confession (Acts 8:37)

e Jesus' sweating blood (Luke 22:43-44)




Has the Bible been changed
over the centuries?

e There is a process, a science called
textual criticism

e Relatively few variants in the
manuscripts

* Most variants are trivial

e Most variants are easy to explain

e Very, very, very few variants are both
difficult and significant

" » There is no doubt about the GOSPEL







The grass withers and the

flowers fall,
but the word of our God

endures forever.

Isaiah 40:8
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